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Alfred  Williams 


LFRED  WILLIAMS  of  Raleigh,  N.  C,  founder  of  the  Book 


Selling  and  Publishing  House  of  Alfred  Williams  &  Company, 


was  born  in  Franklin  County,  N.  C,  on  the  10th  day  of  June, 
1805.  He  was  the  son  of  John  Williams,  who  died  in  1821,  and  Nancy 
A.  Williams,  his  wife,  of  Franklin  County,  N.  C,  and  the  grandson  of 
Jesse  Williams,  who  died  in  1782  in  Northampton  County,  N.  C,  and 
whose  Will  is  recorded  at  Jackson,  N.  C,  and  was  the  great  grandson 
of  Thomas  Williams,  also  of  said  Northampton  County,  which  was 
originally  a  part  of  Bertie  County. 

Both  said  Jesse  Williams  and  his  Father,  Thomas  Williams  owned 
large  tracts  of  land  in  Maherrin  Woods  on  Kerby  Creek,  between  the 
Maherrin  River  and  the  Roanoke  River,  in  Northampton  County,  N.  C. 
Included  in  said  holdings  .were  the  200  acres  lying  in  Bertie  Precinct 
in  Maherrin  Woods  on  the  South  side  of  Kerby's  Creek,  conveyed  to 
said  Thomas  Williams  by  Grant  dated  November  7th,  1723,  and  the 
679  acres  on  Kerby  Creek  conveyed  to  said  Thomas  Williams  by  Grant 
dated  October  14th,  1753 — both  of  which  Grants  being  recorded  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  North  Carolina,  at  Raleigh,  N.  C, 
and  also  609  acres  in  Bertie  Precinct  on  Cophy  Swamp,  conveyed  to  said 
Thomas  Williams  by  deed  from  William  Willson,  dated  February  , 


About  the  time  of  the  death  in  1782  of  said  Jesse  Williams  money 
was  evidently  a  scarce  article,  for  the  Report  to  Court  of  the  Sales  on 
December  23,  1783,  of  a  large  lot  of  his  personal  property  by  his  Execu- 
tors shows  that  the  sales  were  made  for  payment  in  tobacco  (instead  of 
money).  Included  in  said  sales  were  a  horse,  sold  for  1410  pounds  of 
tobacco ;  five  head  of  cattle  for  850  pounds  of  tobacco ;  eight  hogs  for 
1000  pounds;  six  sheep  for  161  pounds;  five  barrels  of  corn  for  250 
pounds;  one  bed  for  500  pounds;  one  gun  for  250  pounds;  one  man's 
saddle  for  130  pounds;  one  grind-stone  for  10  pounds;  one  flax  wheel 
for  100  pounds;  one  Bible  for  45  pounds;  one  loom  for  30  pounds;  one 
pot  rack  for  2  pounds,  and  so  on. 
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Upon  the  death  of  his  father,  John  Williams,  in  1821,  Mr.  Alfred 
Williams,  at  the  age  of  about  sixteen  years,  moved  to  Raleigh  and  began 
his  business  career  as  clerk  in  the  Drug  Store  of  Randolph  Webb.  Six 
years  thereafter  he  bought  Mr.  Webb's  interest  and  became  sole  pro- 
prietor. Later,  in  1827,  Dr.  Fabius  J.  Haywood,  a  prominent  physician 
of  Raleigh,  was  admitted  to  partnership  and  thus  was  founded  the  Drug 
Store  firm  of  Williams  &  Haywood.  In  1845  Mr.  Williams'  brother, 
J.  Ruffin  Williams,  was  admitted  to  the  firm.  In  1851  Mr.  Alfred 
Williams  withdrew  from  the  business  and  in  1881  Dr.  Fab  Haywood 
went  out,  leaving  Mr.  J.  Ruffin  Williams  as  sole  proprietor,  who, 
however,  continued  to  conduct  the  business  under  the  same  old  trade 
name  of  Williams  &  Haywood.  For  sixty  years  or  more  the  Williams  & 
Hayfwood  establishment  was  one  of  the  best  known  Drug  Stores  in  the 
State. 

Mr.  Alfred  Williams  was  Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  for  Wake 
County,  N.  C,  from  September  1835  to  September  1841 — a  period  of 
six  years — and  thereafter  declined  a  re-election. 

In  1854  Mr.  Williams  formed  a  co-partnership  in  the  Dry  Goods 
business  with  Thaddeus  McGee,  under  the  style  of  McGee  and  Wil- 
liams, which  business  was  successful  until  closed  in  1862  by  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  the  War  between  the  States. 

That  Mr.  Williams  was  a  man  of  great  courage  is  evidenced  by  the 
tradition  that  about  1865,  while  living  on  a  farm  about  six  miles  West 
of  Raleigh,  he  was  seized  by  a  gang  of  Federal  soldiers,  who  placed 
a  rope  around  his  neck,  drew  their  pistols  and  told  him  they  would 
kill  him  if  he  did  not  give  them  certain  information  they  were  seeking. 
He  replied  he  would  never  disclose  what  they  wanted  him  to  tell.  At 
last  finding  that  no  amount  of  threats  or  punishment  would  open  his 
lips  they  left  him  alone. 

In  addition  to  his  large  business  interests  in  Raleigh  Mr.  Williams 
was  also  engaged  in  extensive  farming  operations  in  the  far  South.  In 
1836  he  purchased  lands  in  Alabama  and  went  in  person  annually  for 
thirty  years  thereafter  to  look  after  his  planting  interests  there,  and  as 
there  were  no  railroads  in  those  early  days  he  was  forced  to  make  the 
trip  by  private  conveyance,  and  once  on  horseback,  requiring  thirteen 
days.  Nor  were  these  trips  free  from  danger,  as  his  way  lay  through 
the  settlements  of  several  Indian  Tribes,  who  were  often  hostile  to  the 
whites. 
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In  1867  Mr.  Williams  founded  the  Book  Selling  and  Publishing 
House  in  Raleigh  bearing  his  name,  from  which  business  he  retired 
about  1888.  Subsequently  the  business  was  owned  and  conducted  under 
the  trade  name  of  Alfred  Williams  and  Company  by  his  grandson 
Edgar  Haywood  and  his  great  nephew  Alfred  Williams,  Jr.,  until  the 
death  of  Mr.  Edgar  Haywood  in  1924,  since  which  time  it  has  been 
owned  and  conducted,  under  the  same  trade  name  of  Alfred  Williams 
and  Company  up  to  the  present  time,  by  said  Alfred  Williams,  Jr., 
and  his  two  sons.  Said  business  establishment  has  been  in  continuous 
operation  during  the  sixty-five  )^ears  since  its  founding  by  Mr.  Williams 
in  1867,  and  has  ranked  among  the  highest  throughout  the  State  of 
North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Williams  was  one  of  the  incorporators  in  the  Articles  of  In- 
corporation in  1878  of  "The  Peace  Institute  of  Raleigh" — a  school  or 
college  for  young  ladies — which  is  still  in  successful  operation. 

Mr.  Williams  used  to  tell  that  he  remembered  distinctly  how  the 
news  of  the  battle  of  Waterloo  (1815)  reached  this  section  when  he 
was  a  little  boy,  and  what  a  sensation  it  created,  and  also  how  he  saw 
the  troops  mustering  and  marching  away  to  the  Mexican  War  (1846- 
1848).  The  War  with  England  of  1812;  the  Seminole  War  (1817- 
1818  and  1835-1842)  ;  the  Mexican  War  (1846-1848)  ;  the  Annexa- 
tion of  Texas  (1845)  and  the  Great  War  between  the  States  Were  all 
compassed  within  the  scope  of  his  recollection,  while  many  of  the 
inventions  that  added  so  much  to  our  convenience,  comfort,  safety  and 
progress  were  completed  during  his  life  time. 

In  1829  Mr.  Williams  was  married  to  Eliza  Caroline  King,  who 
was  born  in  1810  and  died  on  January  29,  1832,  being  the  daughter 
of  Benjamin  Seawell  King  of  Raleigh  and  Mary  Ann  Cummings  King, 
his  wife,  to  whom  Mr.  King  was  married  in  Wilmington,  N.  C,  in 
November,  1807.  The  only  issue  of  this  Williams  marriage  was  Lucy 
Ann  Williams,  who  was  born  on  December  18,  1829,  and  married  on 
November  13,  1850,  to  Dr.  E.  Burke  Haywood,  a  prominent  physician 
of  Raleigh,  N.  C,  and  she  died  in  Raleigh  on  October  7th,  1920.  The 
issue  of  said  Haywood  marriage  v/ere  nine  children,  to  wit:  E.  Burke, 
Jr.  (Banker  and  Planter),  Alfred  Williams  (Lawyer  and  Manufac- 
turer), Hubert  (Physician),  Eliza  Eagles  (called  Betty  Burke  Hay- 
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wood,  who  married  Preston  L.  Bridgers,  Capitalist,  of  Wilmington, 
N.  C),  Ernest  (Lawyer),  Edgar  (Bookseller  and  Publisher),  John 
(Cotton  Dealer),  Eugene  (died  in  infancy),  and  Caroline  Frances 
(died  in  infancy). 

Mrs.  Williams'  father,  Benjamin  Seawell  King,  was  one  of  the  lead- 
ing merchants  in  Raleigh  during  the  early  part  of  the  19th  Century. 
He  was  Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  for  Wake  County  from  March, 
1814,  to  September,  1835 — a  period  of  21  years.  About  1836  he,  like 
many  other  North  Carolinians  at  that  time,  moved  further  down  South, 
Mr.  King  going  to  Alabama. 

Mrs.  Williams'  grandfather,  that  is,  the  father  of  Benjamin  S.  King, 
was  "John  King — Preacher  of  the  Gospel"  a  very  interesting  character 
and  a  most  remarkable  man,  and  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Methodism  in 
America,  along  with  Bishop  Asbury.  Unlike  his  co-workers,  Wesley, 
Asbury  and  Pillmoor,  in  Methodism,  John  King  unfortunately  did  not 
leave  any  diary  or  journal  of  his  ministerial  activity.  As  stated  in  the 
Davis  History,  below  referred  to,  he  preached  and  traveled  and  worked 
and  practiced  medicine,  but  did  no  writing  and  practically  the  only 
sentence  from  his  hand,  of  which  we  knoKv,  except  his  Will,  is  an  entry 
on  the  inside  back  of  a  well  worn  leather  bound  Bible  as  follows:  "John 
King's  Book,  Preacher  of  the  Gospel,  North  Carolina." 

A  publication  by  Rev.  H.  T.  Hudson  entitled  "Sketches  of  the 
Pioneer  Methodists  in  North  Carolina"  says  of  John  King  "He  was 
numbered  among  'Asbury's  Ironsides'  and  that  it  was  the  indomitable 
and  enterprising  King  who  first  threw  the  banners  of  Methodism  to 
the  people  of  Baltimore" ;  and  a  book  entitled  "Pioneers  of  Methodism 
in  North  Carolina  and  Virginia"  (Moore — 1884)  says  he  was  the  first 
Methodist  preacher  to  preach  in  the  City  of  Baltimore  and  that  he 
was  one  of  the  ten  present  at  the  first  Annual  Methodist  Conference 
held  in  America  which  convened  in  Philadelphia  in  July,  1773. 

At  the  North  Carolina  Methodist  Conference  on  November  8,  1927, 
in  Edenton  Street  Methodist  Church  at  Raleigh,  Rev.  E.  H.  Davis  read 
a  full  and  very  interesting  history  which  he  had  prepared  of  John  King, 
entitled  "John  King — Methodist  Pioneer,  Physician,  Preacher  and 
Patriot,"  which  was  subsequently  published  in  July,  1928,  issue  of  the 
Methodist  Quarterly  Review,  published  at  Nashville,  Tennessee. 
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From  said  Davis'  history  it  appears : 

That  said  John  King,  the  youngest  son  of  Joel  King,  was  born  in 
1746  in  Leicestershire,  England,  of  well-to-do,  prosperous  Church  of 
England  parents ;  that  he  studied  at  Oxford  University  and  at  a  London 
Medical  College,  from  which  he  obtained  his  medical  degree;  that  in 
London  he  came  into  touch  with  the  Wesley  movement  and  with  John 
Wesley  himself,  the  founder  of  Methodism,  under  whose  preaching  he 


was  held  in  Philadelphia  in  1773 

And  was  composed  of  ten  Methodist  preachers  including  John  King 


was  converted  to  Methodism ;  that  he  promptly  identified  himself  with 
that  movement  and  in  1769,  at  the  age  of  23  years,  set  sail  for  America 
full  of  zeal  for  the  new  faith ;  that  this  was  two  years  before  Francis 
Asbury  (Bishop)  left  Bristol  on  the  same  mission;  that  in  1770  King 
began  preaching  in  the  outdoor  places  near  Philadelphia,  and  later 
preached  in  Delaware,  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  and  Vir- 
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ginia;  that  he  was  the  first  Methodist  preacher  to  preach  in  the  City 
of  Baltimore,  where  he  preached  his  first  sermon  from  a  "Blacksmith's 
Block"  at  a  street  corner  (Front  and  French  or  Bath  Streets),  and  his 
second  sermon  from  a  table  at  a  street  corner  (Baltimore  and  Calvert 
Streets),  but  that  later  he  preached  in  St.  Paul's  Church;  that  King 
was  one  of  the  original  Council  of  Ten  that  composed  the  first  Annual 
Methodist  Conference  held  in  America,  which  was  in  St.  George's 
Chapel,  Philadelphia,  in  July,  1773;  that  in  1777  he  was  assigned  to 
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st.  george's  methodist  episcopal  church,  Philadelphia. 

The  oldest  Methodist  church  building  in  the  New  World. 

The  first  Methodist  Conference  in  the  United  States  met  here  in  1773 
and  included  John  King 

North  Carolina;  that  about  1776  he  bought  a  home  near  Louisburg  in 
Franklin  County,  North  Carolina;  that  about  1789  or  1790  he  moved 
to  Wake  County,  about  10  miles  West  of  Raleigh;  that  at  about  that 
time  the  salary  of  a  Methodist  preacher  was  about  $64.00  a  year ;  that 
at  the  first  Methodist  Conference  ever  held  in  North  Carolina,  which 
was  on  April  20,  1785,  at  the  home  of  Rev.  Green  Hill  (King's 
brother-in-law)  near  Louisburg,  N.  C,  now  owned  by  said  Rev.  Mr. 
Davis  (a  lineal  descendant  of  said  John  King)  and  at  which  both 
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Bishop  Francis  Asbury  and  Bishop  Thomas  Coke  were  present,  King 
(although  he  had  at  that  time  retired  from  the  active  ministry)  was 
present,  and  at  the  invitation  of  Bishop  Coke  took  part  in  the  proceed- 
ings; that  when  the  charter  for  the  Franklin  Academy  at  Louisburg, 
N.  C,  was  issued  by  the  Legislature  on  January  6,  1787  (which  was 
before  Cokesbury  College  was  opened  and  before  the  State  University 
was  incorporated)  King  was  named  first  on  the  list  of  Trustees  of  that 
Educational  Institution,  which  continued  in  existence  for  over  one  hun- 
dred years. 


THE  GREEN  HILL  HOUSE 
Where  was  held  on  April  20th  1785  the  First  Methodist  Conference  in  North 
Carolina,  the  same  being  participated  in  by  John  King 


A  picture  of  said  Green  Hill  House  appears  in  Hurst's  History  of 
Methodism  (1903)  now  in  the  Congressional  Library  at  Washington 
and  also  in  the  Library  of  Union  Theological  Seminary  in  New  York 
City. 

McTyeirs  History  of  Methodism  (1891)  in  the  Library  at  Duke 
University,  says  that  Bishop  Asbury,  in  his  Journal  (1771-1815)  makes 
frequent  and  honorable  mention  of  John  King. 
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On  December  14th,  1775,  John  King  was  married  to  Sallie  (Sarah) 
Seaweil,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Seawell,  a  prominent  family  in  Bute 
County,  North  Carolina  (subsequently  divided  into  Franklin  and 
Warren  Counties). 

John  King  died  in  North  Carolina  in  1795  at  the  comparatively 
young  age  of  49  years,  leaving  him  surviving  his  widaw,  Sally  King,  and 
six  children,  to  wit,  Betsy,  Joel,  John  Wesley,  Benjamin  (named  above) 
Thomas  and  William  Fletcher  King. 

His  Will,  in  his  own  handwriting,  was  probated  in  Wake  County, 
North  Carolina,  and  is  on  file  in  the  County  Court  House  at  Raleigh. 

A  portrait  of  John  King  appears  in  the  Arminian  Magazine  (1790) 
now  in  the  Library  of  Yale  University  at  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  also 
in  Library  of  Wesleyan  University  at  Middletown,  Conn.,  and  a  por- 
trait of  "Mr.  John  King — Preacher  of  the  Gospel"  appears  in  the 
Methodist  Magazine  (1805)  now  in  New  York  City  Public  Library, 
and  in  the  Library  at  Yale  University,  and  also  in  the  Library  of 
Union  Theological  Seminary  in  New  York  City.  A  picture  of  John 
King  on  a  Blacksmith's  Block  delivering  the  first  Methodist  sermon 
ever  preached  in  Baltimore  appears  in  Illustrated  History  of  Methodism 
(1880)  by  Rev.  W.  H.  Daniels,  now  in  the  Library  of  University  of 
North  Carolina,  and  also  in  Hurst's  History  of  Methodism  now  in  the 
Congressional  Library  at  Washington.  The  Minutes  (mentioning  the 
name  of  John  King)  of  said  first  Methodist  Conference  in  America, 
held  in  Philadelphia  in  1773,  appears  in  a  book  entitled  "Minutes  of 
the  Methodist  Conference  annually  held  in  America  from  1773  to  1794" 
printed  by  Tuckniss  in  1795,  now  in  the  Library  of  Duke  University 
at  Durham,  N.  C,  and  a  picture  of  said  Conference,  showing  the  ten 
preachers  present  appears  in  a  book  entitled  "History  of  the  Most 
Interesting  Events  in  the  Rise  and  Progress  of  Methodism  in  Europe 
and  America"  (1830)  by  Youngs,  now  in  the  Library  at  Duke  Uni- 
versity at  Durham,  N.  C,  and  a  picture  of  said  Conference,  showing 
the  ten  preachers  present,  was  reproduced  in  the  July  12,  1923,  issue 
of  Christian  Advocate,  a  Methodist  publication  in  New  York  City, 
and  a  picture  of  said  Conference  also  appears  in  Hurst's  History  of 
Methodism  (1902-4)  now  in  the  Congressional  Library  at  Washing- 
ton, and  also  in  the  Library  of  Union  Theological  Seminary  in  New 
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York  City,  and  a  picture  of  St.  George's  Chapel  in  Philadelphia,  in 
which  said  First  Conference  was  held  in  1773  appears  in  said  Hurst's 
History  of  Methodism. 

Considering  its  small  beginning  and  the  hardships  and  obstacles  which 
surrounded  the  entrance  of  Methodism  into  the  United  States  it  is 
worthy  of  note  that  the  Methodists  now  have  in  the  United  States  a 
membership  of  about  nine  million,  which  is  exceeded  only  by  that  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  while  in  North  Carolina  the  Methodists  have 
a  membership  of  nearly  half  a  million,  which  is  exceeded  only  by  that 
of  the  Baptist  Church. 

In  July,  1850,  Mr.  Alfred  Williams  was  married  a  second  time,  that 
is,  to  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Jones  Stone,  the  widow  of  David  W.  Stone,  but 
there  was  no  issue  of  this,  his  second,  marriage. 

Mr.  Williams  died  in  Raleigh,  N.  C,  on  the  9th  day  of  January, 
1896,  in  his  91st  year,  leaving  him  surviving  his  widow  by  his  said 
second  marriage,  and  his  only  child,  Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Williams  Haywood, 
a  daughter,  his  only  child,  by  his  said  first  marriage. 

Mr.  Williams  was  a  man  of  exemplary  habits,  of  great  business 
ability  and  diligence  and  was  noted  for  his  firmness,  honesty,  integrity 
and  benevolence.  He  won  great  success  in  his  business  career  and  no 
citizen  of  Raleigh  was  more  highly  esteemed  or  more  universally  re- 
spected, and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  had  the  affection  of  the  entire 
community. 

The  April,  1885,  issue  of  the  North  Carolina  Teacher  wrote  of  him: 

l'WThat  a  lesson  of  encouragement  to  the  youth  of  the  land  we  find 
in  the  career  of  Alfred  Williams!  Beginning  life  without  the  influence 
of  money  or  the  aid  of  a  finished  education,  we  see  him  launching  forth 
in  business  at  the  age  of  sixteen  and  retiring  at  eighty,  having  been  in 
turn  a  successful  druggist,  public  officer,  dry  goods  merchant  and  book- 
seller for  sixty-four  years.  By  industry,  promptness  and  undeviating 
integrity  he  has  won  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who  have  been 
brought  in  contact  with  him.  His  name  everywhere  is  a  synonym  of 
honesty  and  fair  dealing,  and  such  a  record  is  more  prized  by  him  and 
his  friends  than  all  his  other  possessions." 


Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

PAT.  JAN  21,  1908 
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